
Romans 2A 
Listening Guide 

  
Romans 2 
1. Paul’s about to transition away from one aspect of his discussion on righteousness 
and toward a new one. So far the topic has not drilled down to a specific group. Today 
we transition toward a more specific issue.              
  
2. Devout Jews…could not understand they had _______________________. They 
believed that their road to heaven had been____________________ the moment God 
set eyes on _______________________. 
  
Paul’s question. 
3. Does being a _____________________ or being a ________________ give 
someone an advantage in the question of who is _______________________? 
  
Chapter 2:1-4 
4. Men have no ___________________ before God for their __________. 
  
5. If one man is due___________________ for sin then _______ men are due it. 
  
6. God judges on the basis of what is _______________  _______________. 
  
7. When His judgment falls it’s going to fall on all men. 
  
8. All who practice sin are ___________________ guilty without respect to the form that 
the __________ takes. 
  
9. Those who pass judgment on ____________________ pass judgment 
on        ______________________ because they share the same background. 
  
10. Paul raises the questions men often raise when confronted with the question of 
whether they’re going to _________________ or not. Vs. 3 
   a. It’s not going to happen to ____________.  
   b. I figure it will all ______________  ______________ somehow.                
   c. I don’t see any _________________ that I have anything to worry about. 
       
11. Are you taking lightly God’s ____________________ and tolerance (delay)        and 
his long-_______________________?  The fact that you are not already in 
_____________ is nothing more than proof of God’s goodness, not of your 
____________________ of heaven. 
  
12. He puts off your judgment… because that kindness might lead to 
your          ________________________. 
  
  



13.  2 Peter 3:8 echoes Paul’s own words.  Paul was talking about the 
______________________ opportunity for repentance made available by God’s 
patience. Peter takes it to the next level and says the _______________-at-
large               is in this time of God’s patience and ______________________.  God’s 
apparent delay is nothing more than __________________ and kindness towards 
___________________________. 
  
14. God’s patience is a sign of His _____________________. 
  
Vs.5  
16. As you remain ______________________ you store up ____________. 
  
17. Paul then says there is a _______________ here…by which we can anticipate 
God’s _____________ when judgment plays out. 
  
18. Psalm 62:12. God doesn’t play ___________________. 
   
19. Paul’s main point is not how you get to heaven…but only why you need God’s 
_______________________.   
     
20. To the person who in doing good and seeking glory and honor and immortality, to 
that person, they will receive ________________    ___________. 
    
21. To the one who seeks for _______________ rather than obeying God’s 
_______________ to that person, they receive God’s ________________. 
      
22. There is a catch.  All men are _______________ and under the same sentence of 
__________________________.                There is no one who is going to pass the test 
of whether or not they have ________________ good enough to enter heaven. 
  
23.  The Books… What’s in these books…all the _____________ of mankind. 
  
24. When the time comes if you’re going to stand before God on the basis of your own 
_______________, understand that the test requires __________________. 
The books will reveal all your imperfections.  You fail the test.              
  
25. How do you avoid that moment? Your name in the __________________ of 
_________________. 
  
26. Now he’s ready to introduce this new issue. He’s moving out of a _____________ 
conversation about _______________.  Toward a more _______________ 
conversation that invites a comparison between the two _____________________ 
kinds of ______________.              
  
  
27. The 2 kinds… 



              a. 
                b. 
  
28. Why does he want to get to that conversation? The leadership…still come from a 
________________ mindset and culture. The gentiles who’ve begun to gather in this 
church and grow it are still being  _________________ by that mindset. 
  
30. He’s dealing with the Jewish issue…stemming from a cultural belief that 
___________ were in heaven ___________________ because they were Jews.  
  
31. Look how he deals with this Jewish side. Concentric circle approach 
  -All men 
  -Gentile 
  -Jew 
  
32. He moves to the Gentile stage of this discussion. 
Vs.9 
Paul says the _____________________ of God will fall _________________ for both 
Jew and Gentile. 
  
33. Paul is speaking from a ___________________ point of view. God is an equal 
opportunity ________________________. 
  
34. Paul then begins a series of comparisons here between what the Jew knew 
and received from God…verses what the Gentiles would know and have 
received.  
  
35. They, being Jews, received the ________________ of God, they knew it, 
and  because they knew it they tried to _________________ it. 
  
36. Does what you know have something to say about how ________________    you 
are before God?  
   
37. Did these instructions make the Jews ______________ guilty? 
    
38. Did the lack of those instructions mean that the Gentiles were 
somehow      _______________ guilty?    
  
39. Gentiles – All who sin ________________ the law, will perish though they never 
________________ God’s law. Their ignorance of the law does not exonerate them of 
their ________. 
  
40. Two Reasons why… 
a. Sin isn’t a sin of ________________ but of __________________ 
b. The giving of the _________ in and of itself does ______________ 
              



41. The law was never intended to make you ________________________. It’s there to 
show you that you’re ___________________________. If you’re going to be 
__________________ by the law it will only come if you can keep it 
___________________. 
  
Vs.14 
42.  Gentiles have a law of their own…in the sense that they 
know                  __________ from _________________.  The fact that you have a 
conscience like that is ________________  that you understood there would be 
___________________ for  your _______________________. 
             
43. General revelation, in the form of a conscience is enough to put us to 
_____________________. 
  
44. God is more than capable of revealing Himself to ______________________ at 
______________________ … 
              
  
Recap point- 
45. Two Central points 
a. All mankind did engage in and continues to engage in ______________ 
    leading to depravity. That rebellion left mankind subject to Gods’              
    __________________. 
  

b. Gentiles, specifically, are guilty of disobeying the _____________   
    ...therefore, they are still punishable by God, because  their conscience 
    bears _________________ against them.  

  
46. Third Point  
Vs. 17 (back in the 2nd person) 
He’s directing his thrust now squarely in the lap of his __________________ listeners, 
primarily the leadership. 
  
47. Their ability to stand before God… is because of the pillars they stand on.   They are 
being held up by things they ______________ in. 
a. the giving of the _____________ 
b. descendancy from Abraham 
c.  the Prophets 
  
48. The Patriarchal Issue- 
You who bear the name ______________.  Referring to the way they themselves like to 
distinguish themselves among ________   ____________.  This issue that they 
themselves by __________ automatically have an entrance into ________________ 
  
John Chapter 8 



49. Pharisees were religious leaders in Jewish culture.  They were evil men, 
unbelieving (excluding the occasional believer), and false teachers. Jesus’ own 
___________________ about them makes this clear to us. 
  
50.  They clung to their _______________ as the basis for their _____________. 
  
51. Their trust was in their heritage and culture and the law, not in 
God’s    ____________, by _______________ in a Messiah.  
  
John 8:31 
52. You’re not who you think you are; you are not God’s __________________, you are 
slaves to sin and therefore you are ____________________ by that sin. 
  
53. By ______________ you can become a child of God, but you are not one by 
__________________ or by nature. 
  
54. Men are either aligned with God or with the ___________________ there is no 
______________________ ground. 
  
55. When it came to defending themselves, what is the first place they sought refuge? 
“We are ____________________ children.”  Jesus refutes their logic, saying their 
___________________ birth gives them no __________________ place in heaven.  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  

Verse by Verse Ministry 
A Study of the Book of Romans 

Leader’s Guide – 2A 



  
Overview 
If we were to give this week’s lesson an overall theme or title, we could 
easily call it, “The Art of Comparison”. Pastor Armstrong continues to teach 
through Paul’s main thrust that all men are guilty before God and there are 
no exceptions. If you live with the idea that somehow you are less guilty 
than another, your perspective may sway toward judgment. That idea and 
will be the central focus for today’s lesson.  
  
Discussion Topics and Questions 
1. According to what Pastor Armstrong taught from Romans 2 today, one of 
the pillars the Jews were relying on was the law. Does Paul say that having 
and knowing the law makes a difference for the Jew? 
  
2. In fact, does it matter that the Gentiles did not have the law? Why/Why 
not? 
  
3. Paul continues to teach on the point he has been making in Chapter 1:19-
21. You can sum it up in the one point we learned along the Roman road 
from Romans 3:23. What gospel truth applies here? 
  
4. God has revealed His law to us all, whether by spelling it out, or writing it 
on our hearts.  That makes us all responsible to its standard. We are all 
measured by the standard of the law, and no matter how it was given, we 
are all convicted. The standard of the law is truly the only standard against 
which we should measure behavior. Let’s look at this idea step by step. 
  
5. Read Romans 2:1-4. What is Paul cautioning against? 
  
6. Let’s see how this can commonly happen. Read 2 Corinthians 10:12. 
  
7. By what should we never measure ourselves? 
  
8. To what should we never compare ourselves? 
  
9. How is it possible to do this? Give some examples. (Leader note…you 
might keep in mind the phrase, “I’m not as bad as I was…”, in the event that 
your group struggles to come up with examples.) 
  
10. To consider how far we’ve come in comparison to where we were denies 
the truth of how far we’ve yet to go! It is a false measure of how close we 
are to righteousness, which can deceive us into thinking that we do not need 
God’s righteousness. 
  
11. Read Luke 18:9-14 



(Leader note…the section below is a review of the principles Paul is building 
on from Habakkuk 2:4 and give a nice example of the proud man.  Time 
permitting you may use this section, or omit it.) 
  
Before we make today’s application, think back to what we’ve discussed in 
this study so far. 
  
How is the Pharisee described in verse 11?  How does that remind you of 
Paul’s theme verse from Habakkuk 2:4? 
  
How also does the part of the dishonest tax collector exemplify the   truth at 
the end of Habakkuk’s verse? 
  
According to verse 9, in what was the Pharisee’s confidence? 
  
That means that he had made himself an ________________. 
  
Great review! Now see it in light of today’s lesson. 
  
12. To what was the Pharisee comparing himself? 
  
13. How did he measure up in his own eyes? 
  
14. How did he measure up in the story?  
  
15. Who made the final assessment?  
  
16. Did the Pharisee know which of them went home justified?  
  
17. And so he was deceived into thinking he was righteous because he 
compared himself to a false standard. Had he known that we all fall short of 
God’s glory, he would have made God’s glory his only measure, and not the 
other man’s sin. But the bottom line is that as frail humans, we don’t want 
to compare ourselves to God’s standard when we measure up better 
compared to another sinner. 
  
18. So, what two false standards of comparison have we seen so far? 
  
19. Read Matthew 7:1-5 
  
20. From Matthew’s words, for whose benefit should we not judge? 
  
21. How does Matthew 7:1 say we will be measured? 
  



22. Now focus on verses 3-4. What is the real problem? Or, what should we 
be noticing? 
  
23. Now zoom in on the part of this passage that is completely overlooked. 
Finish the sentences. …first take the log out of… and then you will see clearly 
to… 
  
24. Does Jesus instruct us to leave the speck in our brother’s eye for fear of 
being judgmental? 
  
25. The word judge means essentially to preside over a case as at a trial – 
to make a determination of guilt or innocence. 
  
26. Guilt, by definition, carries the idea that a person is more than just 
culpable, but morally bereft and corrupt. Not only did I pull the trigger, but I 
am the kind of person who will naturally do it again. Not just responsibility 
but a bent toward it to the degree that I am beyond rehabilitation. It makes 
the assumption that given the same opportunity again, I would without 
doubt make the same choice. 
  
27. Who does this describe as you have come to understand our position 
before God? 
  
28. Innocence, by contrast, implies the state of being unsullied by sin or 
moral wrong; lacking a knowledge of evil. 
  
29. Is innocence possible for humans according to this definition? 
  
30. To deny that I am as guilty as another or to assume that I am more 
innocent than another is the essence of judgment.  Once I have come to the 
understanding that all (including I) fall short of God’s glory, my behavior 
toward my brother and sister will reflect my own humble position as a sinner 
saved by grace. Then and only then, I can remove the speck from my 
brothers eye. 
  
31. Read 2 Samuel 12:1-7 (Leader note…if this story is not familiar to all 
your group members take a few minutes to fill in the context.) 
32. Was it “judging” for Nathan to go to David and show him his sin? 
  
33. What makes it OK for Nathan and not for us? 
  
34. Read Ezekiel 3:18-21 and Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 
  
35. What do these verses say about our responsibility to our brothers? 
  



36. Is it judgment to:  
a.) point out to you that you’ve fallen, or 

    b.) see that you’ve fallen, be convinced that that is where you 
         belong, and leave you there 
  
37. Which of these options do we commonly think of as judgment? 
  
38. If you were at church and saw a woman leaving the restroom with her 
skirt tucked into her pantyhose exposing herself embarrassingly, would you 
confront her about that? (Leader note…for a mixed group you may choose a 
less sensitive example.  For a men’s group you could substitute a man with 
his zipper undone.  These are good examples of the kinds of humiliation we 
would all like to avoid… however the correction comes!) 
  
39. Would either one of you consider it a judgment to point out the error?   
  
40. How is it different to notice a brother’s sin, confront him, and so, cover 
his embarrassment? 
  
41. Return now to the story in 2 Samuel 12. What was the outcome of 
Nathan’s rebuke? Focus on verse 13, and then look at Psalm 51 which David 
wrote in response to Nathan’s confrontation. 
  
42. In fact, what does the Lord desire according to 2 Peter 3:9 and 2 
Timothy 2:25? 
  
43. As opposed to the puffed up man from Habakkuk 2:4, what aspect of 
character did David display, which is required for repentance? 
  
44. Read Psalm 141:5, Proverbs 9:8, 13:1, 15:31, 17:10, 19:25, 25:12 
27:5.  
  
45. What do all these verses teach? 
  
46. Is the problem more often with the one giving or the one receiving 
correction? 
  
Summary 
The heart of a proud and unrepentant sinner will never hear a rebuke as 
anything other than judgment.  Because Christians have become so afraid of 
this accusation we fail to follow the entire teaching of scripture on the 
subject. The issue is often one of perceived rather than actual judgment. 
Because I can see your error, more often means that I recognize it from 
experience, rather than I think I’m better than you. That mutual position 



puts us both equally in need of grace, rather than with me standing over you 
as your judge. 
  
There is only one standard by which men are judged.  It is not a standard of 
comparison with ourselves, nor with others, but only with God Himself. In 
that right comparison we always fall short. However, we are called to spur 
one another on toward love and good deeds (Hebrews 10:24), and that 
encouragement often comes in the form of loving, gentle rebuke. We can 
choose to accept rebuke as fools and call it judgment, or as wise and humble 
servants of the Lord and call it love. 
  
It shouldn’t matter if rebuke comes from the word of God that we hold in our 
hands or from the mouth and heart of a loving friend, for all these work 
together to bring us to repentance, to restore fellowship, and to build up the 
Body of Christ until we reach full maturity in Him who loves us. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  


