
Romans 1B 
Listening Guide 

  
Chapter 15 Review 
1. We wanted to understand two things; who Paul was____________________ to, 
what’s the ________________________ of the letter? 
  
2. Audience – Leadership and congregation of the Church at Rome. Predominately 
Jewish Christians. Not a ____________________ Church exclusively.  It’s a church in a 
_______________________ community…but its            origins are from a 
________________________point of view and its leadership is largely 
________________________. 
  
Chapter 15, verse 20  
3. Paul is working hard to _________________________ himself and his role in the 
church and why he has not visited. He was _______________________ from coming to 
them. 
  
4.  _______________ Himself was the reason Paul was not permitted to travel to 
preach in Rome. Because there is no point in going somewhere that has already 
received the ___________________. 
  
5. Paul’s mission as God defined it was to go somewhere where no one had heard the 
____________________ yet, preaching to _____________________.              
  
Vs. 23 
6. Now there is _________   _________________ place for me in these regions. 
  
Vs. 24 
7. Even in Paul’s coming to them, it wasn’t for _______________ sake, necessarily. He 
saw his mission to move to the other side of ________________. Where there is yet still 
someone there to hear the ____________________. On the way he’s going to pass 
through Rome and he’s going to need their      ___________________________. 
  
Vs. 25-33 
8. First Paul needs to go to _____________________________. 
  
9. Paul just finished telling the church in Rome that when he passes through, he  
  expects them to provide ________________________ so that he can reach 
  more ______________________ when he reaches ____________________. 
    
10. Paul is playing a little on their ________________ so that when the time comes they 
will be ready to donate as well. 
  
  



11. One of the things Paul did frequently was solicit donations from many of the 
________________________ churches to support the poor, persecuted church at 
Jerusalem.   
  
12. Then he says “_______________________ for me”. Because, he says he needs to 
be ______________________ from those who are disobedient in Judea  - the 
_____________________________ Jews.  He doesn’t let that threat stop him. When 
he goes he is captured, returned to Rome, and eventually 
martyred under Nero. Never actually gets to go to _______________________. 
  
The purpose of his writing 
13. To establish a new base of __________________ in Rome, from which the gospel 
could spread _____________________ into the western reaches of the Empire, and in 
reaching new areas could convert even more _______________.  He boldly writes to 
enlist their __________________________ for this mission, and gives them this essay 
on _____________________________ which could become the basis for further 
evangelism. 
  
Chapter 1 
Vs. 17 – Topic Sentence of the book 
14. Habbakuk 2:4 quote becomes the ________________________ of the book of 
Romans. 
  
15. The righteous will live by his ____________________________. 
  
16. Live means _____________________________ life (Justification) and 
_______________ to ____________  (Sanctification). 
  
17. The gospel has _______________________ and that power is that the righteous 
shall live by faith. 
  
“For in it…” 
18. “It” means, the _____________________ itself. (In “it”, our deliverance or salvation, 
the righteousness of God is revealed.) 
  
19. “Righteousness” means those who are to be _____________________ are those 
who are righteous. In the New Testament the word literally means 
___________________.  The Old Testament understanding is carried forward. 
              1. To be declared ___________________________ in a law court.              
              2. Describes an ____________________________ of God.  
   a. God’s perfection made manifest.  To the extent that you are like 
        ____________ you are righteous. 
              3. God’s ___________________________ to His covenants. 
  



20. Summary – Our salvation is found in the righteousness that is our vindication 
before God, and our ability to _______________________ God’s sinless nature, and 
our ability to ____________________________  God’s faithfulness to His promises. 
  
21.  Righteousness is revealed from _______________ to 
_________________.      From one ______________________ to the next. From the 
______________ person to believe to the ____________ person to believe and all who 
are in between. Implies that all men are saved the _____________________ way. 
  
22. Question 1 – What is this righteousness of God; where does it come from and how 
do I get it, if that’s the way I attain salvation? 
  
23. Problem 
We don’t recognize that we ________________ God’s righteousness. 
  
24. Luke 18:18 – “No one is __________________...” 
     
25. Rarely is a person ready to _______________ and believe the 
___________          about themselves.  We are ________% bad. If you are not God you 
are _______   ________________. 
  
26. Paul’s going to prove that God’s righteousness being revealed through                       
the gospel is _________    _______________ as well. 
  
27. What happens if you do not obtain the righteousness of God? 
  
Vs. 18 
28. God is perfect in all respects and His perfection extends…to how He responds to 
___________________.  He is perfect also in _________________. 
  
29. “From heaven”.  God’s __________________ is poured out to men even 
_____________. 
a. All ________________ 
b. ___________________ 
              c. ___________________ 
  
30. Two reasons (God’s wrath is being revealed). 
               a. Ungodliness means ______________________ to God 
                b. Unrighteousness means ________________________ 
  
31. In these two characteristics men _____________________ the  __________. 
  
32. They perpetuate a _____________ that…Men can give  ________________ to 
something other than God and escape God’s __________________. 
               
33. There is no _________________________ for being opposed to God.  



  
34. God’s wrath is revealed against them because mankind can instinctively 
_______________________ that God is evident in what they ____________, yet 
nevertheless, they ____________________ Him. 
  
Vs. 19 
35. Evident means  ____________________.  If you’re going to declare that God does 
not exist, you first have to get rid of all the evidence that there is a God.   
Attribute – Power 
Response – _____________________ 
  
Attribute – _______________________ 
Response – _____________________ 
  
Attribute – _________________/_________________ 
Response – _________________________________ 
  

Purpose – That we would ___________ Him and therefore ________________ 
Him. 

  
36. You are seeing in the fact that the world has pain and suffering, the ___________ of 
God’s _________________ against rebellion. 
  
37. There is an _______________ for sin and a God that we are accountable to. 
  
38. Paul moves into a discussion of unrighteousness, and how it started in a time when 
men knew God but did not honor Him. 
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



Verse by Verse Ministry 
A Study of the Book of Romans 

Discussion Lesson 1B 
  
Overview 
From Pastor Armstrong’s teaching we have come to understand that the 
righteous will live, both eternally and day to day, by faith. Paul quotes 
Habakkuk 2:4 to make that point, and this verse becomes the theme of the 
book of Romans. However, the discussion turns at this point to 
righteousness; who has it and who does not.  We are on the cusp of Paul’s 
long teaching on the first truth of the gospel message; all fall short. Because 
all men are unrighteous, and because they are without excuse, they are 
subject to God’s wrath. Today we’ll build on the idea that we join Paul as 
ambassadors for Christ giving attention to the fact that God’s righteousness 
is revealed “from faith to faith”. 
  
Discussion Topics and Questions 
1. Read Romans 1:16-17 
  
2. Why is Paul not ashamed of the gospel? 
  
3. Why does he believe that the gospel is the power of God for 
salvation? Fill in the blanks because “in it the _________________ of 
   __________ is revealed”. 
  
4. God is the defining example of righteousness. Strong’s Concordance 
defines this word as “the state of him who is as he ought to be”. That 
includes a “rightness” of justice, integrity, virtue, purity of life, correctness 
of thinking, feeling, and behaving. Only God is perfectly perfect. We will use 
this definition many times in the weeks ahead, so commit it to memory. 
  
5. Read Habakkuk 2:4.  
  
6. What are the two different types of people mentioned here in comparison 
to each other? 
  
7. What does God say is “wrong” with the proud man? 
  
8. If proud is not what a righteous man ought to be, what then should 
he be in contrast? 
  
9. By definition, a proud man is heedless. To what truth(s) of the gospel 
message as you studied it last week, would a proud man be heedless? 
  
10. What should we be instead of heedless to these warnings? 



  
11. What is the consequence, as we saw on our Roman Road, for being 
heedless to sin? 
  
12. But maybe our sin is not really that bad.  How can we know that we are 
really falling short of the righteousness of God that is revealed in the 
Gospel? Read Exodus 20:1-17. 
  
13. What is listed there? 
  
14. Have you failed in any aspect of these commands as they are written 
here? 
  
15. Read Matthew 5:21-24 and 5:27-28. 
  
16. What, besides our external behavior, does Jesus add to the 
commandments? 
  
17. Read Matthew 22:36-40 
  
18. How does Jesus sum up the law?  (Not just the 10, but all the rest of the 
words of the law and the Prophets.) (LEADER NOTE…ask if they can do it in 4 
words… “Love God, Love People”) 
  
19. Read James 2:10 
  
20. At how many points of the law must we fail in order to be completely 
guilty? 
  
21. Have you ever once put something in your life ahead of God?  Have you 
ever looked at something your friend had and wished you had it 
instead?  Have you ever looked at the spouse of a friend and found your own 
spouse lacking by comparison? Did you ever, just for a second, wish 
someone was dead? 
  
22. When we do these things (and we ALL do) we break the law entirely at 
its heart, for just as Jesus said, the summary of the law is love; love God 
more than anything else, and love people as much as you love yourself. The 
consequence, as Paul describes it, is in the passage of Romans 1:18-32. 
  
23. Read Romans 1:18-32 (LEADER NOTE… if time permits read the passage 
and have the group underline the words, “gave them over”. If time is short, 
simply point to the words in the verses and have the group underline them. 
Don’t get hung up on the details, remember that if you stumble in just one 
part of the law you are guilty of violating all of it. Through the examples he 



has chosen, Paul is simply trying to make his point by focusing on particular 
sins that especially speak to the Roman culture.) 
  
24. What would it look like if God “gave you over” to the desire of your heart 
when it is longing for the spouse of another? 
  
25. How does that demonstrate His wrath? 
(LEADER NOTE…you can use the examples from above or other examples of 
what it looks like when God lets you have the fruit of sinful desires. A good 
example might be overindulgence…in food – leads to obesity, in materialism 
– leads to poverty/debt etc…) 
  
26. Here is the good news. Read Lamentations 3:31-33. 
Christ is the restrainer, and if we have him we are protected by His mercies. 
Though the consequence of sin may ruin us, it will not claim our salvation.  
  
27. What happens if we don’t take on our role of ambassador and allow the 
gospel to spread from our faith? 
  
28. If we choose not to take an active part of that plan, are we not also men 
who suppress the truth? 
  
29. Read 2 Peter 3:9.  
  
30. What is God’s desire for all men? 
  
31. How can that happen if they are not first warned? 
  
32. Finish today by answering some simple questions. 
  
33. Is your sin bad enough according to God’s standard to justify a wage of 
death? 
  
34. Have you accepted the free gift of salvation from that wage? 
  
35. If not, what are you waiting for? Discuss your hesitations with a trusted 
Christian friend. Or just accept the gift. There is no secret formula.  Just say, 
“Yes, Lord, thank you, that’s just what I needed”. 
  
Summary 
A proud man (Hab.2:4) will not humble himself to the warning of God’s 
righteous justice which is found in the gospel.  Because he will not heed, 
God effectively takes His hands off and gives man over to the consequence 
of his sin.  However, we are protected by His mercies if we are saved, and in 
Christ we find the Restrainer.  Because these truths are revealed from faith 



to faith – person to person – we must assume our role of ambassadors for 
Christ, or otherwise be guilty of suppressing the truth. 
  


