
Romans – 12B 
Listening Guide 

  
1. Unlike anything else Paul writes Romans 12 is a litany of exhortations or applications 
without much digression or explanation. 
  
2. Let’s remember how Paul moved from (chapters) 11 to 12. 
  
3. He’s taken the _____________ of salvation, the fundamental Christian teaching on 
________ you reach heaven, in chapters 1-8. 
  
4. In chapter 11 he steps aside just long enough to address specifically, God’s plan for 
the nation of ____________. 
  
5. Having done that he’s given you all you need to know about God’s plan to save the 
world from sin. 
  
6. (Chapter) 12 and beyond become your ______________ to…the reality of what God 
has done. 
  
7. All that’s happened to _____ saved happened in (chapters) 1-11. The part 
_________ does. 
  
8. All that’s talked about in (chapters)12-16 is what _____ do having been saved. 
It is automatically excluded that we would do any…so as to be saved. 
  
9. Now Paul moves into specific calls of action…moving outward from you as an 
individual in concentric circles. 
  
10. We begin with…our _____________ character. 
  
11. Me move…to our __________________ with our brothers and sisters in the Lord. 
  
12. The next sphere of influence outside that would be _______ men – meaning 
____________________.  (How I treat an ________________ person.) 
  
13. From there Paul is going to move to the ____________ and _______________. 
Which will always include both of the previous, but has more to do with how I conduct 
myself as a citizen and with regard to a group. 
  
14. Christian _______________ is another sphere – a kind of _____________ out of 
our witness. 
  
15. The final layer is _____________. Love is the preeminent Christian value. Love in 
the way the Bible defines it – willing to lay down your ____________ for another. 
  



16. Love divorced from these specific commandments is just theory. 
  
Vs. 3 
17. Don’t assign to yourself a greater __________________ or self-worth than…you 
should. Our importance is always ___________ than we think it is. 
  
18. The last thing we need is more ___________. What we need is more 
______________-esteem and less __________-esteem. 
  
19. The moment you begin to think well of yourself…you have an opportunity to assess 
yourself against…a Christ-like standard. 
  
20. There will be no glory of _________ shining in eternity. 
  
21. The one reasonable measure of distinction in making an assessment of our 
personal worth is…_____________________ maturity – the attitude of a believer who is 
walking according to their faith. 
  
22. That’s the end of the first sphere. 
  
23. Vs. 4 begins with how we treat believers in the Body of Christ. He’s going to 
establish several principles along the way. 
  
24. We are not ________________. You are individual people, but by how you’ve been 
brought into a common faith in the Spirit by the same _____________ you became a 
part of one entity we call the _______________ of Christ.  You are no longer free 
to_________ as if you are an island. 
  
25. We each have an assigned __________ in this organism called the Church, so as a 
second principle, he throws out…the need to serve in that role. 
  
26. Paul lists several examples. He doesn’t intend to be exhaustive. 
  
27. Note the principles… that there are spiritual gifts which are not ______________ 
…neither are they moments of __________________. 
  
28. It’s God’s decision what you do, not your own. 
  
Vs. 9 
29. He gives 13 commands for living. 
  
  
30. Love each other without hypocrisy. Don’t be a different person in and around the 
________________ that you are in private or elsewhere. 
  



31. Don’t love others in the Church in a superficial way so as to achieve some kind of 
____________________ gain. 
  
32. Don’t give any ______________ to the enemy. Be a positive ________________ to 
your brothers and sisters, and be concerned with your moral character so that you don’t 
become a source of ______________ or a source of evil in the Church. 
  
33. Be ________________ to one another. This is the heart of what it means to be a 
part of the Church. 
  
34. Give preference to one another. We ________________ Christians in everyday 
choices…in ______________. 
  
35. Not lagging ________________ in diligence. It has a direct bearing on our fellow 
believers whether we’re keeping up our part of the work of the Church.  
  
36. Remain fervent in spirit. Don’t be discouraged by challenges, but rejoice in hope, 
persevere in tribulation. Be devoted to prayer and contribute to the needs of the saints. 
  
37. You have a ___________________ to be caring for the needs of others. 
  
38. If these are the ways we love one another in the Church then how do we treat 
unbelievers? Anything that’s good for the Church can be useful, but not necessarily 
_________________. 
  
39. I do not have an obligation to consistently and regularly give money to unbelieving 
organizations as a way of showing Christian love. (Opportunity is not the same as 
obligation.) 
  
Vs. 14 
40. We’ve moved from the Church now to all men, but still on an _____________ level. 
  
41. I don’t take __________________. I don’t hold his __________ against him. 
  
42. If God, in not sparing His own son to save those who were yet His enemy, then we 
have to judge our own behavior against that standard. What do you have of value that’s 
greater than what God gave for you that you would withhold from somebody who is your 
enemy?  
  
43. We move from how we treat our brothers and sisters in Christ to how we treat our 
___________________ brothers and sisters in Christ. 
  
44. Remember the first three principles that form the living sacrifice we are supposed to 
be. The first was, don’t be __________________ to the world.  
  
45. We show empathy and interest in the lives of others. 



  
46. He reminds us; don’t show _____________...which will cause us to distance 
ourselves from those who we feel are _________________ us. 
  
Vs. 17 
47. Never repay ______________.  This has to be __________________. This is true 
not only in your actions but in ______________ and in _______________. 
  
48. The best target, the one you’ll have the most opportunity to show righteous anger 
against is ________________. 
  
49. The corollary is that we have to have __________________ for what is right. 
Respect what is right in the sight of ________ men. 
  
Vs. 18 
50. If possible, as far as it depends on you…be at _______________ with all men. We 
can’t turn the tables and become the aggressor. 
  
51. Conquer evil with __________. 
  
52. What we think we achieve in doing what the world would do is paled in comparison 
to what God is prepared to achieve through our obedience to His word in these counter 
culture kinds of things. 
  
53. Moving to the state or societal ring. 
Chapter 13:1 
Christians are in subjection to ______________ government. (To the extent that it does 
not run counter to the way we are to live as a Christian or in function as the Church.) 
  
54. He did not say _______________. But to submit, which is a heart attitude in which 
we would desire to reflect Christ’s love by our __________________ to some authority. 
  
55. Submission means we do what God has called us to do – we obey the government 
to the extent that we can – and when we have to disobey them we submit to their 
_____________________.  
  
56. If you oppose a government, you are opposing _________. 
  
57. God’s control requires our submission. Our submission builds Godly character and a 
good witness. 
  
58. Finally…God has given the state authority for our own ___________.  (In general 
terms.) It’s the way God is holding back evil in the world. 
  
59. Next week…Christian liberty. 
  



  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Verse by Verse Ministry 
A Study of the Book of Romans 
Leader’s Guide – Lesson 12B 

  
  
Pastor Armstrong covered a lot of material in the audio this week and though he gave 
many excellent general examples of life application, today we will discuss how Paul’s 
teaching applies to us in a more personal way.  In order to do that we’ll break the 
chapter down into common themed sections and will discuss thoughts about how each 



section can look when applied to your life. Be ready to share practical but specific ideas 
with the group on how you can each begin to work out your salvation under this 
umbrella of teaching. 
  
Discussion Topics and Questions 
Section 1 
1. Read Romans 12:3-8 (We begin here, having covered the first 2 verses in 12A.) 
  
2. There are two general thoughts in this passage, each compliments the other. The first 
principle is summed up in verse 3. Summarize what this verse says to you. 
  
3. The second aspect of Paul’s teaching in these verses springs from that first principle. 
Once you have established what it means to not think more highly of yourself than you 
ought to, what does the rest of the passage teach is your responsibility?  You can 
supplement with Ephesians 4:16. 
  
4. Now read 1 Corinthians 12:14-26 and then John 21:20-22. Though the passage in 
John is isolated from its context, the principle that we want to see is clear enough and 
consistent with its context. What is the principle taught in these verses? 
  
5. Now make it real. Discuss among yourselves how you are currently serving, how you 
could be serving, why you are not serving and what you should do about that. (Leader 
note – don’t let the group get too distracted by the gifts themselves, this often works 
itself out as individuals experiment with serving the church in different ways, and 
discover what their gifts are through on-the-job experience. Some areas need more 
careful consideration but typically gifts like prophesy or teaching are carefully 
supervised by the church and are not areas that a new believer can just jump into. For 
those in your group who are not currently serving in any capacity in the church body, 
encourage them to make a commitment to do so.) 
  
6. Based on what you read, is there any point in time when a Christian can decide that 
they have served enough and can quit being an active part of the 7. 7. Body? (Can the 
hand on your physical body decide it’s tired and just not work anymore? What do we 
call that, when it happens physically?) 
  
8. How does this affect you now, if you are older? 
  
9. How does this affect your long-term perspective about your place in the church? 
  
10. How will that affect the ways you decide to serve? 
  
11. As you take a minute to glance around the room at the people you’re meeting with, 
think about the fact that you directly affect their spiritual health when you do not take 
your place in the Body. This isn’t about how talented you are, it’s about how much faith 
you have in God to use you, and how willing you are to “submit your body” to God. It 
isn’t about your discomfort, your pride, your shyness, your handicaps, your age, your 



strength, your available time, your work or family schedule, or any other excuse we are 
all prone to make. We each have a role in the Body, and it is our responsibility to seek it 
out and serve in it whole-heartedly for the benefit of all. (Leader note- you could take a 
few minutes to discuss the effect it would have on the individual group members if 
another group member you know to be active in the church decided to quit. What would 
be the trickle down effect? Use yourself as an example if necessary, or a child-care 
worker, or Sunday school teacher, or the custodian. Just be sure that the group 
understands the practical application before you move on.) 
  
Section 2 
12. Read Romans 9-21 
  
13. What is the general theme of this passage if you had to sum it up in one word? 
  
14. Love, as Paul uses it here is the Greek word Agape meaning affection, good will, or 
benevolence. Paul’s words here about sincere love have the intended purpose of 
showing you what love looks like when it is sincere. In other words, you don’t do the 
things on the list because you love someone, but rather the things on the list are love for 
someone. 
  
15. Discuss with your group how love is manifested within you and within the other 
person when you are doing the things listed here. Don’t be vague, but rather describe 
personal experience, or specific examples of what you need to do as you move along in 
your day. Or describe experiences of failure, the resulting consequences and how that 
undermined Christ’s love. 
(Leader note – You may need to be the one to get this ball rolling by giving the first 
example. For verse 10 you could talk about a time when you wanted to do something, 
but served someone else instead or experienced someone’s act of service when you 
knew it was an inconvenience – and how that made you feel. Be prepared with real life 
examples for each verse to keep the conversation moving and to show your group how 
this looks in their day. Encourage them to think about where they were today and 
events that happened around them and how these verses apply to those 
circumstances.) 
Vs. 10 
Vs. 11 
Vs. 12 
Vs. 13 
Vs. 14 
Vs. 15 
Vs. 16 
Vs. 17-18 
Vs. 20 (How does this accomplish the command in vs.17b?) 
  
16. After discussing this list, which do you believe are your greatest challenge 
personally and what will you do about it? 
  



17. Read John 14:15 and explain why this is true based on what you’ve discussed. 
  
18. Do the same with 1 Corinthians 13:13. 
  
19. For supplemental reading you could point your group members to Matthew, 
chapters 5 and 6, the principles of which are taught in this chapter. 
  
Section 3 
(Leader note – this section has the potential to be somewhat contentious in your group 
depending on the strength of political opinion…don’t back down! And don’t let the 
conversation deteriorate to a debate of political issues. There are no ifs/ands/or buts in 
these verses which excuse us from their imperatives. Our obedience is first to 
God…and His word is clear guidance for our behavior in all things political!) 
  
20. Read Romans 13:1-7 
  
21. Focus now on verse 1. Who has established all authority? 
  
22. When we submit to that authority, to whom are we actually submitting? 
  
23. Do you trust Him to have a sovereign plan that you may not be able to understand 
but is guided by the principle from Romans 8:28? (What, after all, do we know about the 
end of times?!) 
  
24. According to verse 2, when we criticize the authority God has established, slander 
them, degrade them and their beliefs, call them names and generally push our opinions 
ahead of their leadership, against whom have we effectively done those things? 
  
25. What does this verse say is the consequence of that behavior? 
  
26. What does our behavior suggest about God if we do these things? Do we behave as 
if God failed us in the last election? Do we behave as if God has lost all control between 
the last election and the next one?  
  
27. Consider the umbrella of love under which we are working and apply verse 7 to 
political leaders and those in positions of authority. How does love affect this teaching? 
  
28. If there are areas where you need to make changes, commit to do so now for the 
sake of honoring God and His sovereignty. If this is not an area you struggle with but 
know others who do, what steps can you take to ensure that you are not a party to it, or 
are not causing someone else to stumble (we’ll discuss that more in next week’s 
lesson)? Be specific. 
  
29. Lastly, consider the words in verses 3-5. Why do we obey the speed limit? 
  
30. When we break the rules established for our own protection what can we expect? 



  
31. When we obey the same, what is removed? (see verse 3) 
  
32. These three sections of Romans are very practical in application as you’ve seen, but 
there is nothing easy about any of them. Each and every act of obedience costs us a 
part of ourselves. That is exactly what God has asked us to lay down for a brother, and 
for Him. Which of these areas will you choose to ignore and thereby disobey? 
  
33. In closing today, read 2 Corinthians 12:9-10. From whom do we draw the strength 
for obedience in all these things? 
  


