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Hebrews 10B 
 
 

• The author is finishing demolishing the fourth pillar of Jewish tradition and 
worship 

Heb. 10:15 And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us; for after saying,  
Heb. 10:16  “THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THEM 
 AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: 
 I WILL PUT MY LAWS UPON THEIR HEART, 
 AND ON THEIR MIND I WILL WRITE THEM,” 
He then says,  
Heb. 10:17  “AND THEIR SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS 
 I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE.”  
Heb. 10:18 Now where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any 
offering for sin. 
 

•  Jeremiah says that the new covenant would result in all sin being done away 
with permanently 

o So again, the OT quote was showing that God intended that His NC 
would completely eliminated the need for sacrifice 

 Since it would do away with sin  

o Which then gives us his concluding statement 

 Where forgiveness has taken place for sin, there can be no 
reason, no need for offerings for sin 

 All other sacrifices should stop 

• We have no need or altars any longer in churches 

• Now the writer is ready to move to an exhortation 

o Which is followed by his fourth warning 

Heb. 10:19 ¶ Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place 
by the blood of Jesus,  
Heb. 10:20 by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, 
that is, His flesh,  
Heb. 10:21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God,  
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Heb. 10:22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure 
water.  
 

• “Therefore” announces the exhortation 

o Let us draw near - worship 

o And then he lists some elements to our approach 

 A sincere heart 

 With a full assurance of faith 

 Having clean hearts 

 Then finally, bodies washed with pure water 

• Look at that pattern 

o The writer calls his audience to approach the Lord first with sincerity 

 No false confessions 

o Which then leads to a full and certain faith in Him 

 Not a false confession 

o Which then results in justification and a clear conscience 

o Which then makes possible the sanctification of the body 

 This is really nothing more than a call to the gospel 

Heb. 10:23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who 
promised is faithful;  
Heb. 10:24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds,  
Heb. 10:25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near. 

 

• To this same group, he then says hold fast the confession of hope without 
wavering 

o For the promises we are given in faith are certain and the one who 
promised is faithful 
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o The word for hold fast here is the same one the writer used when he 
gave his second warning 

 He said we are in God’s house if we hold fast our confession firm 
until the end 

• Now he says let’s do that 

o Let’s be one of those who holds his confession fast  

o Without wavering, in other words 

o Without doubting it’s truth 

• Secondly, consider (or look for ways) to stimulate (or provoke) one another to 
love and good deeds 

o Reinforce the right kinds of behaviors and attitudes with the church 

o And curiously, not be like those who forsake the gathering 

 Strange to include a comment about regular attendance at 
services in the middle of such a serious discourse on unwavering 
faith and sacrifice 

 You need to know the meaning of the word “forsake” 

• It is eg kata lei po 

o It means to desert, to abandon, leave behind 
permanently 

• To give up on the church gathering 

o As is a habit (ethos) 

o Custom or belief 

Acts 15:1 ¶ Some men came down from Judea and began teaching the brethren, 
“Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be 
saved.” 

 Here the word is used to described the culture and belief that 
attached to the Law 

• Circumcision was given to Abraham, but it had been 
assumed into the overall belief system in Judaism 
identified with Moses 
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 So the tendency for some to desert the Christian gathering was a 
result of their ethos, or custom or belief system  

 of course, you can’t do that if the gathering of believers isn’t a 
regular practice for everyone 

o So the writer’s application seems to be to warn against following those 
who departed from the gathering because their faith in Christianity 
waivered 

 They were apostates 

 Don’t be like them 

o As an aside, we can still make reference to this verse in explaining why 
Christians should make effort to assemble with other Christians 
regularly 

 Because of the end of the verse 

• And it will become even more important as the day 
draws near 

 That day is a reference to two points 

• On the one hand, it had immediate prophetic meaning to 
the church in the writer’s day 

• AD 70 was right around the corner when many lives in 
the city would be lost 

• Followed by persecution of Jews and later Christians 
would break out elsewhere 

 This same exhortation is becoming more and more relevant for 
the church today as it speaks ultimately of Christ’s return for the 
church 

• This leads to the warning 

Heb. 10:26 ¶ For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the 
truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,  
Heb. 10:27 but a terrifying expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE 
WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES. 
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• A difficult statement that must be considered in small parts 

o For 

 This warning is the direct result of what had been explored 
above 

o If we go on sinning 

 Go on sinning (harmatano) 

• Continuing wrong action 

o Not a single act 

• That rules out something new that begins in a moment 

o It can only mean something that is already true 
and then continues 

 What is the sin? 

• Not a specific sin? 

• It’s one that is expected to end after one receives the 
knowledge of the truth? 

 Truth is an objective reality 

• It stands apart from any one person’s perception or 
recognition of it 

 Knowledge is a person’s acquiring of information 

• Whether they acquire truth or something false, it’s still 
knowledge 

 So the knowledge of the truth means acquiring information 
about some objective reality 

o So this truth they have knowledge of is contrasted with a willing 
continuing in some kind of sin 

 So it seems that if we define the sin, then we will understand 
what the truth is that will stop this sinning 
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 Conversely, if we can name the truth they have knowledge of, 
then we would know what kind of willful sinning it can end 

• So let’s start by defining the sin 

o “Continuing sinning” must be connected to the cautions the author has 
already mentioned above 

 They are wavering in their confession rather than holding fast 

• They are forsaking the gathering 

• Trace back to verse 22, they aren’t drawing near to 
worship 

 This is all captured under the warning and is part of the sin 

o It can’t be sinning in a general sense 

 That would creates several serious problems for understanding 
the text 

• First, it doesn’t fit the conversation above 

o He used “for” to connect it, so it must relate 

• Secondly, it would suggest that all Christians are in 
serious jeopardy 

o Because we all go on sinning in a general sense 

o That makes the warning useless, because who can 
totally avoid sinning? 

o So it’s a kind of sinning that relates specifically to the earlier group 

 It’s a warning about continuing in a certain kind of sinning 

• Let’s go forward in the text as we search to define the sin and the truth that can 
correct for that sin 

o He says in verse 26 that if the sin continues despite knowledge of the 
truth 

 There is no longer a sacrifice for sins 

• No atonement 
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 In the earlier verses, the author had contrasted two kinds of 
sacrifices 

• The shadow of the Mosaic Covenant 

• The Better of Christ 

 Now the writer says there is no longer remains 

• A sacrifice for sins 

 The author could mean that there no longer remains a sacrifice 
for sins under the Mosaic Covenant, since the shadow has 
ceased 

• But that makes no sense 

o First, the sacrifice under the Mosaic Covenant 
never was an atonement for sin 

o It was merely a picture, not the substance 

• Secondly, the writer said IF they go on sinning, there is no 
sacrifice for sins 

o He made it conditional 

o But the Mosaic Covenant sacrifices has ALREADY 
gone away during the church age without 
condition 

o The statement can’t be a reference to the Mosaic 
sacrifices if it’s a conditional truth 

 Therefore, the author must be referencing the only other 
sacrifice mentioned in the text 

• The sacrifice on the cross 

• The atonement of Christ 

o So if they go on sinning in this certain way, after receiving some truth, 
they have no sacrifice available for atonement 

• Instead of that atonement, they have a terrifying expectation of God’s 
judgment 

o And the writer quotes from the Song of Moses in Deut 36 
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Deut. 32:4  “The Rock! His work is perfect, 
 For all His ways are just; 
 A God of faithfulness and without injustice, 
 Righteous and upright is He.  
Deut. 32:5  “They have acted corruptly toward Him, 
 They are not His children, because of their defect; 
 But are a perverse and crooked generation.  
Deut. 32:6  “Do you thus repay the LORD, 
 O foolish and unwise people? 
 Is not He your Father who has bought you? 
 He has made you and established you. 
	  
Deut. 32:11  “Like an eagle that stirs up its nest, 
 That hovers over its young, 
 He spread His wings and caught them, 
 He carried them on His pinions.  
Deut. 32:12  “The LORD alone guided him, 
 And there was no foreign god with him.  
Deut. 32:13  “He made him ride on the high places of the earth, 
 And he ate the produce of the field; 
 And He made him suck honey from the rock, 
 And oil from the flinty rock, 
Deut. 32:15 “But Jeshurun grew fat and kicked— 
 You are grown fat, thick, and sleek— 
 Then he forsook God who made him, 
 And scorned the Rock of his salvation.  
Deut. 32:16  “They made Him jealous with strange gods; 
 With abominations they provoked Him to anger.  
Deut. 32:17  “They sacrificed to demons who were not God, 
 To gods whom they have not known, 
 New gods who came lately, 
 Whom your fathers did not dread.  
Deut. 32:18  “You neglected the Rock who begot you, 
 And forgot the God who gave you birth.  
Deut. 32:19 “The LORD saw this, and spurned them 
 Because of the provocation of His sons and daughters.  
Deut. 32:20  “Then He said, ‘I will hide My face from them, 
 I will see what their end shall be; 
 For they are a perverse generation, 
 Sons in whom is no faithfulness.  
Deut. 32:21  ‘They have made Me jealous with what is not God; 
 They have provoked Me to anger with their idols. 
 So I will make them jealous with those who are not a people; 
 I will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation, 
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Deut. 32:28 “For they are a nation lacking in counsel, 
 And there is no understanding in them.  
Deut. 32:29  “Would that they were wise, that they understood this, 
 That they would discern their future!  
Deut. 32:30  “How could one chase a thousand, 
 And two put ten thousand to flight, 
 Unless their Rock had sold them, 
 And the LORD had given them up?  
Deut. 32:31  “Indeed their rock is not like our Rock, 
 Even our enemies themselves judge this.  
Deut. 32:32  “For their vine is from the vine of Sodom, 
 And from the fields of Gomorrah; 
 Their grapes are grapes of poison, 
 Their clusters, bitter.  
Deut. 32:33  “Their wine is the venom of serpents, 
 And the deadly poison of cobras.  
Deut. 32:34 ‘Is it not laid up in store with Me, 
 Sealed up in My treasuries?  

 

• Summary 

o God was good to Israel and revealed Himself to them  

o They rejected Him by turning their backs on that kindness and seeking 
other gods 

o That leads into the verse quoted by the writer in 10:30 

Deut. 32:35  ‘Vengeance is Mine, and retribution, 
 In due time their foot will slip; 
 For the day of their calamity is near, 
 And the impending things are hastening upon them.’ 
Deut. 32:36  “For the LORD will vindicate His people, 
 And will have compassion on His servants, 
 When He sees that their strength is gone, 
 And there is none remaining, bond or free. 
 

• Jonathan Edwards preached a famous sermon on the basis of verse 35 

o Sinners in the hands of an angry God 

o In that sermon, Edwards interprets God’s comments to be directed to 
the unbelievers within the nation of Israel 
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 And then he made application to all unbelievers 

 And in that sermon he equates sinners with unbelievers 

o In verse 36 of Deut the word vindicate means judge 

 The writer quotes again from the LXX 

Deut. 32:35 In the day of vengeance I will recompense, whensoever their foot shall 
be tripped up; for the day of their destruction is near to them, and the judgments at 
hand are close upon you.  
Deut. 32:36 For the Lord shall judge his people, and shall be comforted over his 
servants; for he saw that they were utterly weakened, and failed in the hostile 
invasion, and were become feeble:  
Deut. 32:37 and the Lord said, Where are their gods on whom they trusted? 

 

• What picture is forming here? 

o The Hebrews writer has said: 

 If they go on sinning in this certain way, after receiving some 
truth, they have no sacrifice available for atonement 

 Instead of that atonement, they have a terrifying expectation of 
God’s judgment 

o  And he quoted from their history again for proof 

 A song where God declares through Moses that He would judge 
harshly those in the nation who turned away from Him then 

• Scorned the Rock of salvation (v 15) 

• Sacrificed to demons (v 17) 

• Sons in whom there is no faithfulness (v 20) 

• Their rock is not like our Rock (v 31) 

 Edwards viewed the sin of this generation as the sin of unbelief 

• And the slip in verse 35 as the moment they die and 
descend to hell 

• So what does this comparison tell us? 
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o What is the continuing sinning that worries the writer of Hebrews? 

 The sin of continuing in unbelief of the gospel 

• Just as the Jewish fathers continued in following after 
false gods 

 Which means the knowledge of the truth is a knowledge of the 
gospel 

• Having been told the truth about Christ and His sacrifice 

• In the day of this letter, unbelief was manifested by a 
rejecting the Christian gathering 

o The fury of God’s anger is reserved for the unbeliever who fails to accept 
the truth 

 Both for Israel in the desert and us today 

 Because there is no other sacrifice available for this sin 

• The sacrifices in the temple do nothing for sin 

• And the only sacrifice that can atone has been rejected 

 And presumably a return to the temple to conduct sacrifice  

• This is willful disobedience to the truth because the knowledge of Christ’s 
greater sacrifice has already come 

 

Heb. 10:28 Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the 
testimony of two or three witnesses.  
Heb. 10:29 How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has 
trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the 
covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace?  
Heb. 10:30 For we know Him who said, “VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL 
REPAY.” And again, “THE LORD WILL JUDGE HIS PEOPLE.”  
Heb. 10:31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 
 

• The writer tries a second tactic to make his point – lessor to greater argument 

o The lessor is found in the setting aside of the Law of Moses 

 The writer quotes Deut 17:2-7 
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Deut. 17:2 ¶ “If there is found in your midst, in any of your towns, which the LORD 
your God is giving you, a man or a woman who does what is evil in the sight of the 
LORD your God, by transgressing His covenant,  
Deut. 17:3 and has gone and served other gods and worshiped them, or the sun or the 
moon or any of the heavenly host, which I have not commanded,  
Deut. 17:4 and if it is told you and you have heard of it, then you shall inquire 
thoroughly. Behold, if it is true and the thing certain that this detestable thing has 
been done in Israel,  
Deut. 17:5 then you shall bring out that man or that woman who has done this evil 
deed to your gates, that is, the man or the woman, and you shall stone them to death.  
Deut. 17:6 “On the evidence of two witnesses or three witnesses, he who is to die 
shall be put to death; he shall not be put to death on the evidence of one witness.  
Deut. 17:7 “The hand of the witnesses shall be first against him to put him to death, 
and afterward the hand of all the people. So you shall purge the evil from your midst. 

 

o So the lessor offense was apostasy against the Mosaic Covenant 

 And the penalty was a physical death 

o Then he makes the comparison to the greater 

 How much severer punishment will he deserve who does three 
things 

 These are three things that follow naturally from willful sinning 

• Trampled the Christ 

o Extreme disrespect and even contempt 

• Regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant 

o Regarded means considered or come to a 
conclusion 

o Unclean means that the blood wasn’t holy 

o Wasn’t valuable 

• Finally, insulted the Spirit of grace 

o Referencing grace focuses our attention on the 
role of Spirit to bring the grace of the New 
Covenant 



Hebrews 10B  13 
 

© 2008 – Verse By Verse Ministry of San Antonio (www.versebyverseministry.org) 
May be copied and distributed provided the document is reproduced in its entirety, 
including this copyright statement, and no fee is collected for its distribution. 

o Insulted, rejected the Spirit in His ministry to offer 
grace and salvation 

o To the one who does these things, the response from God is vengeance 
and judgment 

• It is a terrifying thing to fall into God’s hands 

o This important phrase gives further evidence of what the judgment 
involves 

 An encounter with God after death 

 The fall here is the same fall that Edwards spoke of in teaching in 
Deut 36 

• The fall of death 

• Of leaving this world and standing before God 

 There can be nothing more terrifying for the willfully 
disobedient sinner who has been exposed to the truth but 
rejected it 

Heb. 10:32 ¶ But remember the former days, when, after being enlightened, you 
endured a great conflict of sufferings,  
Heb. 10:33 partly by being made a public spectacle through reproaches and 
tribulations, and partly by becoming sharers with those who were so treated.  
Heb. 10:34 For you showed sympathy to the prisoners and accepted joyfully the 
seizure of your property, knowing that you have for yourselves a better possession 
and a lasting one.  
Heb. 10:35 Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great 
reward.  
Heb. 10:36 For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of 
God, you may receive what was promised.  
Heb. 10:37  FOR YET IN A VERY LITTLE WHILE, 
 HE WHO IS COMING WILL COME, AND WILL NOT DELAY.  
Heb. 10:38  BUT MY RIGHTEOUS ONE SHALL LIVE BY FAITH; 
 AND IF HE SHRINKS BACK, MY SOUL HAS NO PLEASURE IN HIM. 
 

• The writer talks about a former day 

o When they were enlightened 
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John 1:4 In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.  
John 1:5 The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.  
John 1:6 ¶ There came a man sent from God, whose name was John.  
John 1:7 He came as a witness, to testify about the Light, so that all might believe 
through him.  
John 1:8 He was not the Light, but he came to testify about the Light.  
John 1:9 ¶ There was the true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens every 
man. 
 

o Enlighten doesn’t automatically require acceptance 

 It can be limited to an awareness without agreement 

 John seems to use the same word in that way 

o The writer remembers an earlier time when the group had first accepted 
the teaching of the gospel 

 And received with it the reproach of men 

 And whether they endured it themselves or shared with others 

• Sympathized with others by visiting them in prison 

 They were a part of that early joy and confidence 

• And the writer takes the approach that their earlier 
confidence had been an outward sign of belief 

o But if they threw away that confidence, it would say something as well 

 It would say that they never had a true faith, but merely a 
superficial display 

 And their shrinking back gave proof that they had never truly 
accepted the Christ of the New Covenant 

o He proves that with a quote from Habakkuk 

Hab. 2:3  “For the vision is yet for the appointed time; 
 It hastens toward the goal and it will not fail. 
 Though it tarries, wait for it; 
 For it will certainly come, it will not delay.  
Hab. 2:4 ¶  “Behold, as for the proud one, 
 His soul is not right within him; 
 But the righteous will live by his faith. 
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o The one who won’t wait for Christ’s appointed time is not showing faith 

 Instead, his soul is not right within him 

 Because the righteous will live by his faith 

 True faith will direct our life 

• Then the final contrast 

Heb. 10:39 But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who 
have faith to the preserving of the soul. 
 

• We are either those who shrink back to destruction and do not preserve the 
soul 

o Or we are those who have faith and preserve the soul 

o Clearing the point here is between preserving or destroying the soul 

 Not a simple comparison of preserving or losing physical life 

 That was the argument of the lessor (Mosaic Law) 

 The application to the greater situation was to the issue of 
salvation 

• Complete the chart 


